


















necessary findings
 In most cases, in order to expel a 
student, the school district must do the 
following:
 • Honor the student’s due process 
rights by meeting all procedural and 
time requirements.
 • Demonstrate that there are 
grounds for the expulsion. [Grounds 
include an act prohibited by ec and a 
connection to school; see above].
 • Demonstrate that either other 
means of correction are not feasible 
or have failed to bring about proper 
conduct, or that due to the nature of the 
act, the presence of the student causes 
a continuing danger to the physical 
safety of the student or others. ec 48915(b)

 zero tolerance offenses
In some cases, the secondary findings 
in ec 48915(b) are not required. In 
these situations, the governing board 
must expel a student if the district estab- 
lishes that the student committed one 
of the following acts + connection to 
school. ec 48915(c)

 • possessing, selling, or furnishing 
a firearm
 • brandishing a knife
 • selling a controlled substance
 • committing or attempting to 
commit sexual assault

suspended expulsions
When the governing board has made the 
necessary findings to expel a student, 
the board can decide to suspend enforce- 
ment of the expulsion for a period of up 
to one year. The board can also assign 
the student to an educational program 
designed to rehabilitate the student. ec 

48917(a). During this period, the student 
is on probationary status. ec 48917(c)

The board can revoke the suspension 
or the expulsion if the student commits 
any of acts prohibited by the ec, or if 
the student violates any 




